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The reading of party nevepapers -~ important vehiclea for afPfoct-

’ ing this program -- hes admittedly been neglected by many varty members opsrat-

fig in governmentel and CCP orgsus in Peiping. On 6 July 1952, in an article
published in the Porty Life Section, the Pelping Jen-win Jjih-pso revealed that:

1. Hevspapor reeding among pgrsonmel holding financinl ond comaercisl posta
in Peiping organs is poor. -

2. sone party cadres in organs of the Peiping Municipal Commitiee, CCP, and
subordinate pariy commlittees do not reed the papers.

3. (Qenerally, party and governmental organs in Peiping bave & "poor'rating
with regard to newspaper reading among their personnel. )

L. Study of current events and go‘}ermental policy 18 lux in orgacs of the
Peiying Municipnl Pecple's (Qovernwent and the Peiping Municipo! Coamittee, CCP.

The ressons for theee shortcomings were given es: (1) the purely professiomel’

and technicel orieatation of cadres, (2) the insufficient number of newspBpers

n ol \ + ta
=afe availsdls for study, and (3) the insdeguats sophasis on current affsivs

studies for CCP cedras.

To comctvtl‘xeae shortcomings, the following prugram was outlined by the
Bropaganda Dopamant , Peiping )-lunicipal Committee, CCP:

1. A conference of tke subbz-a.nchez of municipal organs will meet to clerify
and r'estfim the importance of newspaper reading.

2. Propsgsnda officers in these munlcipsl organs will effect current af-

. fairs etudy programs for cadres.
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3. Reguler roports on the progres:t of current affairs studies vill be made
by the Propagande Department end subordinate variy committees.

b, Monthly current affeirs examinations will be held for orgen cadres.

The faull text of the srticle, +hich gives informsticn on the number of
CCP cadres in Peiping committees and departments follovs:

¥z have, in the pasct, concentrated unduly on leading workers end the in-
habitante of Peiping in newspaper reeding end currend offairs otuly. Iosufflicient
attention has been dirccted tevord orgen cedres {chi-kuvas kan-pu) because ve
believed thet their political ceoneciousness was relatively high and that they
would not neglect studies in the field of politicos and current affoirs. Ac—
tuzlly,this waa o mistaken 1dea: they did not reed the popers and, consequently,

pexformed poorly at their posts.,

After a serles of letters-to-the-editor columns of the Peiping Jen-air Jih-
p20 exposed the dieregard for neuspiper reading prevalent emong certain perdonnel
in Peiping municipal organs, we beceme aware of the error. In mid-lay, our
[§ropagand37 Department lssved a directive to various perty committees im thess
organs ond to the propagande dopartmsnts in the various municipal ward {ch'u)
comnittees to investigate the state of newspaper reading. During this investsi-
gation, each unit carried out intemsive current events testc emony thelr Tor-

comnnl.,

The results of the lovestigation corried out in 13 unita (tan-wei) of the
bureeus and -:ffices of the Peiping Hunicipal Government and in ten units com-
pricing the Orgsuizetion Department, United Front Department (both orgsns of
the Peiping Municipsl Committee, CCP}, Peiping Labor Union Headquarters, Public
Security Bureau, Fifth Ward Committee, Second Ward Government, and Bighth Woxd
Governzent -- a total of 28 governmental end party orgens -- are as follows:

In the 13 units of the bureeus end offices of the Peiping Yunicipal Govern-
uznt, 7,772 functlonaries are able to read newopapers and 1,286 papers are under
subscription (an average of six persons per newspeper). Begular and earnest
newgpaper readers -- 1,942 -- constitute 25 percent of the total; czreless readers
{those who read only headlines or whetsver imtereais them) -- 4,537 -- constitute
59 percent; and infrequent or nonreaders -- 1,242 -- constitute 16 percent,

ne 845 functionaries comprising the ten units of the Second Ward Government,
837 are sble to read newspupers. Regular end earnest newspaper readers -- 205 --
constitute 24,5 percent of the total; csreless resders -- L68 -- constitute 55.9
percent; ard infrequent or nonresders -- 16% -~ constitute 19.6 percent.

According to stetistics of the 16 units of the department stores uvnder the
Cocmmerce Bureau, financial end ccmmercial.organs have & totsl of 5,333 fumction-
ariea, Reguler and earnest resders -- 1,367 -- constitute 25.8 percent of the
total; careless renders -- 2,565 -- constitute 49.1 percent; end infrequent or
nonrenders «- 1,393 -- constituts 26,1 pivcent.

"The cooperatives have 537 funtionaries capable of reediLg newspapers. Reg-
ular ©'d earnest remders -- 57 -- constitute 10.6 percent of the totel; care-
legs readers -- 260 -- constitute 54 percent; and infrequent or nonreaders --

160 -- coastitute 35.4% percent.

A majority of the functloneries in the Organization Department and the
United Front Department, Peiping Municipal Committee, CCP, and in the Fifth Ward
Committee are able to read newspapera. There are 32 functionsries in the Fifth
Ward Committee. All are regulsr newspaper rendera, with the exception of three
cadres (reporters) who do not resd the papers regularly. )
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Gensrally, sll cadres of the Public Becurity Bureau are regular nsuspaper
veaders.
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- The conditions described above reverl that there 1o & critical neglect of
reygpaper reading in the finencisl and coomerciel system of the city; (in the
cosperatives, it 18 most critical). Nevspaper reading is poor, generally, in
all municipal orgens; in perty ccamittee orgens, 1t is relatively good, but
thevg are gtill certain cedres vho neglect their reading,

-

The results of this survey shou thut, with the ezception of o fev orpoino
vhose achievenments were relatively good, the test grodes of & large number of
organs were poor. Of the 889 functionaries included in tests of the persomnel
of the Culture and Fducation Bureou of the Peiping Municipal Governrent, the
Organization Department cnd United Front Department of the Peiping lnicipal
Committee, CCP, the Pelping Labor Union Hecdquarters, the governments of the'
Becond ond Eighth wards, end plent managers, party branch secretaries, sod
chiefs ol sutordunate organs, only 280 passed. These constituted 31.5 percent
of the totel. Of the 58 members of the Orgerization Depsrtment, Pelping Munici-
pel Coumittes, CCP, ten c¢adres did not pass. Of the 1l wembers of the United
Front Deparizent participating, three cedres did not pess. O0f the 17 members
of the Fifth Ward Committee participating, four codres did not pass. Tneee ere
reletively good resuits.

In other municipel organs, however, the aversge percentsge of cadres (per
organ) who failed was 50 or more. Of the 36 members of the Eighth Ward Govera-
ment parti~tvating in these tests, only 12 cedres passed. Of the 416 function-
ariez comprising the nine units of the Becond Ward Comaittee, 322 did not pags
-= 77.h percent of the totsl number examined. Of the 20 functionaries -- manag-
ers in the plants of the Eighth Ward Government, party branch secretaries,
ond chiefa of subordinate organs -- exemined, only tuwo passed. The average grade
for this group was 34.3; they were all able to resd nevspapers and hed even hed
the responsibility of writing reports, three functionerles hod college qualifica-
tions, four had high- and mfddle-school qualifications, six had esrly middle-
school qualifications, and seven hed upper primery-school qualifications).

delatively grove problems erose waen the testing unit asked questions a cur-
rent oveass &G4 goverimental policy. Thare vare mary functionaries who did not
knoy that the papers had discussed extensively the Preparatory Conference of oz
Peace Conference for Asien and Pacific Reglons. The results of questions esked
concerning this Preparatory Conference revesled that 12 cadres in the Eighth
Ward Government could ansver none, and of the 20 functionaries -- cadres operat-
ing as party brasch secretaries in the plants and as chiefs in subordingte organs
of the Fighth Ward Government -- questioned, 12 cadres did nect even know thet
the Preparatory Conference had taken place.

In the Labor Bureeu of the Peiping Municipal Government, 12 cadrea answered
that the Preparatory Conference was the Internationsl Economic Conference.

Many functioparies could not anewer, or answered incompletely, questions
regarding the basic principles underlying regulations for the punishment of cor-
ruption. In the Eighth Ward Govermment, four party branch secretaries operat-
ing in the Ward's factories could not answer a&ny of the questions; this wsy also
the cage with a deputy secilon chief, Second Subburesu, Public Security Bureau
and & cedre in the Work 0ffice, Lsbor Union, Second Werd Government, both of whom
hed haen engaged in orgenizing shop employees during the Pive Anti's drive. The
director, Business Office, Peiping People's Bank Branch, snvwerad the gquestion
on the regulations for th~ punishment of corruption as follows: 'In dealing with
énterprises, be liberal v .th the state-operated and strict with the privately
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explained thet if the pecacnnsl] -~ ney cadres in perticuler -- of our mmnicipal
organs do not concentrate their efforts on newspaper resding and fail to Gake
note of national mund intarnational circumsiznces snd party snd governmentsl guld-
Ing-policy, then they will be estrangad from all metters of politics saad the
meoses. They will be unahle io carry out their activities, A +he conference,
concrete examples will be used %o criticize @nd condesm the 1deology of news-
neper-meglect. It will be empherized thet 1f newvepapers are not rezd and current
aflelrs and gpovernmentml policy are not studled, a very grave error will hove
beca counltied, We want to0 make ReWEPRPeT redding en indicpenseble part of the
da1ly rolitical 1ife of the codres. .

2. Organ propagands functioraries will be erployed to strengthen leadership

in the over-all organ propagenia network. The most important duty of orgor prop-

agards  funeddicnaries 4211 ta to carzy out cwrrent affairs studies among orgnn

cadres,’

3. Henceforth; the Propagands Departzent, Peiping Munlcipal Party Committee B
organs In the various party commitiees, and werd committees vill esch get wp a
systen of reporting on current effairs (the Propagends Depsrtmert i1l repoTt
bimonthly end orgens in the perty and ward committees will report monthly}. In
eddition, the Propagands Deperipent will regularly and extennively invastigate
hewsphper reading emong the vardous wanlclpal organs; organs in the party end
whrd committees will regulnrly investigate newspapar recding 1n 4hs verlous sube
branchas on? reanlorly Indcstviznie isudershlp porconuel in thase subbranches.
Bushranch leadership perzonnel will be told that concern over the state cf novwse
peper reading among their cadres 15 the nost important aspect of guilding the
yolitical 1ife of the cedres. The individuslistic balief of comrzdes whe think
that they need not leed organ cadres in newspaper reading will be overcome, ,

L. A system for testing in current affairs will be esteblished sznd tesie
Will be conducted monthly. Shis will stimulete the sppetlties of organ cedres

for newspaper resding,

Pelping Municipal Committee, CCP Propaganda Department
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